Blessings for Yosef

Written by Yair Harel in honor of Rabbi Roly Matalon'’s
40 years of leadership and service to B'nai Jeshurun

Translated by Nancy Flam
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Yirbeh hashalom / vetishreh shekhinah

Ahai vere'ai / Ahuvim shim’u na
Ashir bekhol lev / le-ish ha-emunah
Vatikra / et shemo Yosef.

Vayishma’ et kol / asher bo midaber

Lekh el ze hamakom / lekhah al te-aher

Ki sham atzmekha / gam timtza lo aher
Vayomer / elohim el Yosef

May peace abound and God'’s presence be near

Dear family and friends please take heed
As | sing with full heart to the man of faith
Whom we call by the name of Yosef.

Sodot Tefillah / veshirat nishmah
Uvlev kol hakham / lev natati hokhmah
Mazhir kezohar / ume-ir kehamah
Vayehi / Adonai et Yosef

Piv yagid tehillot / bisfatav renana
Bekol tehinah / uv’'ud manginah
Sehok pinu male / ulshonenu rinah
Ve-el hatevah / ba Yosef

The secrets of prayer, the song of the soul

In each heart’s expression God’s wisdom bestowed
Which radiates brilliance and shines like the sun

For God was with Yosef.
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For he heard the voice which spoke within
Go to this place—go, don’t delay
For there you will find your self, not another
Thus spoke Elohim to Yosef.
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His mouth speaks praises, his lips joyous song
In his voice, supplication, on his oud, melody
Our mouths fill with laughter and our tongues
with delight
As into the space comes Yosef.



Berakhot atzumot / ohavav yezamerun
Uvnei adato / shir todah yabi‘un

Yevorakh migi khol / hevrat benei yeshurun
veYisrael / ahav et Yosef

Naharot hatorah / nahalei tevunah
Limad le-ehav / rov hokhma uvinah
Umitalmidav / gam kibel matanah
Vayomer / aleihem Yosef

Boundless blessings his beloveds will sing
Hymns of thanks his flock will express
Blessed is he by all B'nai Jeshurun
And Israel loved Yosef.

Yavo tov elav / verov tov yekabel
Ya-ir et darko / nenero lo yahel
Tekubal tefilato / beratzon lifnei el
Tavotah / lerosh Yosef

Ozi vezimrat yah / vayehi li lishu‘ah
Vekolo keshofar / hakore bitru‘ah
Uma elohekha / hu doresh yedi‘ah
Edut asher / ra-iti beYosef

May goodness draw near him, be gathered in plenty
To illumine his path, shining bright
May his prayers be received in favor by God
Let blessing abound with Yosef.
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Streams of Torah, rivers of insight

An abundance of wisdom he taught fellows
As well, from his students he garnered a gift

Said he to them, Yosef.
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Yah is my strength and song my salvation
Blasts his voice like a shofar, calls out:
And what does your God require but awareness?
Which | witnessed in Yosef.



Kabelu behedvah / vedirshu hamitzvah
Hadeshu haberit / veharbu ahavah
Einayim valev / oreru mitenuma
Vaya'an otam Yosef

Birkat haverim / al roshekha pa’amayim
Ke'etz hashatul / al palgei hamayim
Ahuv le-ehav / veratzui lashamayim
Alei ayin / ben porat Yosef

Receive in rejoicing, search out the mitzvah
Renew the brit and grow love
Awaken your eyes and heart from their slumber
Responded to them Yosef.

MYNT I/ MIN2 1193
TA0N 127m / nanwn
TRINR MY / 271 0y
oY DR/ TYN

DMYL AWNRI 5y / 020 N33
o Y8 by / Sinvin yys
DMWY N7/ 1RD 21N
noY NYB 12 / 1YY

May the blessing of friends shower upon you
Like the tree that is planted by waters
Beloved by fellows, favored by heaven

A fruitful bough by a well, Yosef.
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