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R. Eleazar fell ill and R. Yohanan went in to visit him. He noticed that he was
lying in a dark room, and he bared his arm and light radiated from it. Thereupon
he noticed that R. Eleazar was weeping, and he said to him: Why do you weep?
Is it because you did not study enough Torah? Surely we learnt: The one who
sacrifices much and the one who sacrifices little have the same merit, provided
that the heart is directed to heaven. Is it perhaps lack of sustenance? Not
everybody has the privilege to enjoy two tables. Is it perhaps because of [the lack
of] children? This is the bone of my tenth son! — He replied to him: I am '
weeping on account of this beauty that is going to rot in the earth. He said to
him: On that account you surely have a reason to weep; and they both wept; In
the meanwhile he said to him: Are your sufferings welcome to you? — He
replied: Neither they nor their reward. He said to him: Give me your hand, and
he gave him his hand and he raised him.

Berakhot 5b

There were once some highwaymen in the neighborhood of R. Meir who caused
him a great deal of trouble. R. Meir accordingly prayed that they should die. His
wife Beruria said to him: How do you make out [that such a prayer should be
permitted]? Because it is written Let hatta'im cease? Is it written hot'im? It is
written hatta'im! Further, look at the end of the verse: and let the wicked men be
no more. Since the sins will cease, there will be no more wicked men! Rather
pray for them that they should repent, and there will be no more wicked. He did
pray for them, and they repented. '
Berakhot 10a

The story of Beruriah refers to the fact that she once made fun of the saying of the rabbis,
'Women are light headed.' Rabbi Meir scolded her, "By your life, you will end up admitting their
words." He then commanded one of his students to seduce her to sin. The student pleaded with
her for many days until she submitted, and when she found out [the true story] she

strangled herself. Rabbi Meir fled to Babylon out of shame.

Rashi, Avodah Zarah 18b
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R. Johanan says in the name of R. Yose: How do we know that the Holy One recites prayers?
Because it says: Even them will I bring to My holy mountain and make them joyful in My house
of prayer (beit tefillati). It is not said, ‘their prayer’, but ‘My prayer’; hence [you learn] that the
Holy One says prayers. What does God pray? - R. Zutra b. Tobi said in the name of Rab: ‘May
it be my will that My mercy may suppress My anger, and that My mercy may prevail over My
[other] attributes, so that | may deal with My children in the attribute of mercy and, on their
behalf, stop short of the limit of strict justice’. It was taught: R. Ishmael b. Elisha says: I once
entered into the innermost part [of the Sanctuary] to offer incense and saw Akathriel Yah, the
Lord of Hosts, seated upon a high and exalted throne. He said to me: Ishmael, My son, bless Me!
| replied: May it be Your will that Your mercy may suppress Your anger and Your mercy may
prevail over Your other attributes, so that You mayest deal with Your children according to the
attribute of mercy and may, on their behalf, stop short of the limit of strict justice! And He
nodded to me with His head. Here we learn that the blessing of an ordinary person must not be
considered lightly in your eyes.
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The father of Samuel had some money belonging to orphans deposited with him.
When he died, Samuel was not with him, and they called him, “The son who
consumes the money of orphans’. So he went after his father to the cemetery, and
said to them [the dead]. I am looking for Abba. They said to him: There are many
Abbas here. I want Abba b. Abba, he said. They replied: There are also several
Abbas b. Abba here. He then said to them: I Want Abba b. Abba the father of
Samuel; where is he? They replied: He has gone up to the Academy of the Sky.
Meanwhile he saw Levi sitting outside. He said to him: Why are you sitting
outside? Why have you not gone up [to heaven]? He replied: Because they said
to me: For as many years as you did not go up to the academy of R. Efes and hurt
his feelings, we will not let you go up to the Academy of the Sky. Meanwhile his
father came. Samuel observed that he was both weeping and laughing. He said
to him: Why are you weeping? He replied: Because you are coming here soon.
And why are you laughing? Because you are highly esteemed in this world. He
thereupon said to him: If I am esteemed, let them take up Levi; and they did take
up Levi. He then said to him: Where is the money of the orphans? He replied: Go
and you will find it in the case of the millstones. The money at the top and the
bottom is mine, that in the middle is the orphans” He said to him: Why did you
do like that? He replied: So that if thieves came, they should take mine, and if the
earth destroyed any, it should destroy mine.

Berakhot 18b
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When Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai fell ill, his disciples went in to visit him.
When he saw them he began to weep. His disciples said to him: Lamp of Israel,
pillar of the right hand, mighty hammer! Wherefore weepest thou? He replied: If
I were being taken today before a human king who is here today and tomorrow
in the grave, whose anger if he is angry with me does not last for ever, who if he
imprisons me does not imprison me for ever and who if he puts me to death does
not put me to everlasting death, and whom I can persuade with words and bribe
with money, even so I would weep. Now that I am being taken before the
supreme King of Kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, who lives and endures for
ever and ever, whose anger, if He is angry with me, is an everlasting anger, who
if He imprisons me imprisons me for ever, who if He puts me to death puts me to
death for ever, and whom I cannot persuade with words or bribe with money —
nay more, when there are two ways before me, one leading to Paradise and the
other to Gehinnom, and I do not know by which I shall be taken, shall I not
weep? They said to him: Master, bless us. He said to them,: May it be [God's] will
that the fear of heaven shall be upon you like the fear of flesh and blood. His
disciples said to him: Is that all? He said to them: If only [you can attain this]!
You can see [how important this is], for when a man wants to commit a
transgression, he says, I hope no man will see me. At the moment of his
departure he said to them: Remove the vessels so that they shall not become
unclean, and prepare a throne for Hezekiah the king of Judah who is coming,.
Berakhot 28b
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When R. Akiba was taken out for execution, it was the hour for the recital of the
Shema’, and while they combed his flesh with iron combs, he was accepting
upon himself the kingship of heaven. His disciples said to him: Our teacher, even
to this point? He said to them: All my days I have been troubled by this verse,
‘with all thy soul’, [which I interpret,] “even if He takes thy soul’. I said: When
shall I have the opportunity of fulfilling this? Now that I have the opportunity
shall I not fulfill it? He prolonged the word ehad until he expired while saying it.
A bath kol went forth and proclaimed: Happy art thou, Akiba, that thy soul has
departed with the word ehad! The ministering angels said before the Holy One,
blessed be He: Such Torah, and such a reward? [He should have been] from them
that die by Thy hand, O Lord. He replied to them: Their portion is in life. A bat
kol went forth and proclaimed, Happy art thou, R. Akiba, that thou art destined
for the life of the world to come.

Berakhot 61b
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Rab Judah said in Rab's name, viz.; what is meant by the verse, Lord, make me to
know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; let me know how frail I
am. David said before the Holy One, blessed be He, ‘Sovereign of the Universe!
Lord, make me to know mine end.” ‘It is a decree before Me,” replied He, ‘that the
end of a mortal is not made known.” ‘And the measure of my days, what it is’-"it
is a decree before Me that a person's span [of life] is not made known.” ‘Let me
know how frail [hadel] I am.” Said He to him. ‘Thou wilt die on the Sabbath.’ "Let
me die on the first day of the week!” “The reign of thy son Solomon shall already
have become due, and one reign may not overlap another even by a hairbreadth.’
"Then let me die on the eve of the Sabbath!’ Said He, ‘For a day in thy courts is
better than a thousand”: better is to Me the one day that thou sittest and efigagest
in learning than the thousand burnt-offerings which thy son Solomon is destined
to sacrifice before Me on the altar.” Now, every Sabbath day he would sit and
study all day. On the day that his soul was to be at rest, the Angel of death stood
before him but could not prevail against him, because learning did not cease
from his mouth. “What shall I do to him?’ said he. Now, there was a garden
before his house; so the Angel of death went, ascended and soughed in the trees.
He [David] went out to see: as he was ascending the ladder, it broke under him.
Thereupon he became silent [from his studies] and his soul had repose. Then _
Solomon sent to Beth Hamidrash: My father is dead and lying in the sun; and the
dogs of my father's house are hungry; what shall I do? They sent back, Cut up a
carcase and place it before the dogs; and as for thy father, put a loaf of bread or a
child upon him and carry him away.

Shabbat 30a
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R. Judah, R. Jose, and R. Simeon were sitting, and Judah, a son of proselytes, was
sitting near them. R. Judah commenced [the discussion] by observing, "How fine
are the works of this people! They have made streets, they have built bridges,
they have erected baths.” R. Jose was silent. R. Simeon b. Yohai answered and
said, “All that they made they made for themselves; they built market-places, to
set harlots in them; baths, to rejuvenate themselves; bridges, to levy tolls for
them.” Now, Judah the son of proselytes went and related their talk, which
reached the government. They decreed: Judah, who exalted [us], shall be exalted,
Jose, who was silent, shall be exiled to Sepphoris; Simeon, who censured, let him
be executed.

He and his son went and hid themselves in the Beth Hamidrash,[and] his wife
brought him bread and a mug of water and they dined. [But] when the decree
became more severe be said to his son, Women are of unstable temperament: she
may be put to the torture and expose us.” So they went and hid in a cave. A
miracle occurred and a carob-tree and a water well were created for them. They
would strip their garments and sit up to their necks in sand. The whole day they
studied; when it was time for prayers they robed, covered themselves, prayed,
and then put off their garments again, so that they should not wear out. Thus
they dwelt twelve years in the cave. Then Elijah came and stbod at the entrance
to the cave and exclaimed, Who will inform the son of Yohai that the emperor is
dead and his decree annulled? So they emerged. Seeing a man ploughing and
sowing, they exclaimed, “They forsake life eternal and engage in life temporal!”
Whatever they cast their eyes upon was immediately burnt up. Thereupon a
Heavenly Echo came forth and cried out, ‘Have ye emerged to destroy My
world: Return to your cave!” So they returned and dwelt there twelve months,
saying, “The punishment of the wicked in Gehenna is [limited to] twelve
months.” A Heavenly Echo then came forth and said, ‘Go forth from your cave!’
Thus.’; they issued: wherever R. Eleazar wounded, R. Simeon healed. Said he to
him, ‘My son! You and I are sufficient for the world.” On the eve of the Sabbath
before sunset they saw an old man holding two bundles of myrtle and running at
twilight. What are these for?” they asked him. ‘They are in honour of the
Sabbath,” he replied. ‘But one should suffice you’?-One is for ‘Remember-" and

~ one for ‘Observe.” Said he to his son, ‘See how precious are the commandments
to Israel.” Thereat their minds were tranquilized.
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R. Pinhas b. Ya'ir his son-in-law heard [thereof] and went out to meet him. He
took him into the baths and massaged his flesh. Seeing the clefts in his body he
wept and the tears streamed from his eyes. "'Woe to.me thatI see you in such a
state!” he cried out. "Happy are you that you see me thus,” he retorted, ‘for if you
did not see me in such a state you would not find me thus [learned]. For
originally, when R. Simeon b. Yohai raised a difficulty, R. Pinhas b. Ya'ir would
give him thirteen answers, whereas subsequently when R. Pinhas b. Ya'ir raised
a difficulty, R. Simeon b. Yohai would give him twenty-four answers.

Since a miracle has occurred, said he, let me go and amend something, for it is
written, and Jacob came whole [to the city of Shechem], which Rab interpreted.
Bodily whole [sound], financially whole, and whole in his learning. And he was
gracious to the city., Rab said: He instituted coinage for them. Samuel said: He
instituted markets for them; R. Yohanan said: He instituted baths for thent. Is
there ought that requires amending? he asked. There is a place of doubtful
uncleanness, he was informed, and priests have the trouble of going round it.
Said he: Does any man know that there was a presumption of cleanness here? A
certain old man replied, Here [R. Yohanan] b. Zakkai cut down lupines of
terumah. So he did likewise. Wherever it (the ground] was hard he declared it
cléan, while wherever it was loose he, marked it out. Said a certain old man. The
son of Yohai has purified a cemetery! Said he, Had you not been with us, even if
you have been with us but did not vote, you might have said well. But now that
you were with us and voted with us, It will be said, [Even] whores paint one
another; how much more so scholars! He cast his eye upon him, and he died.
Then he went out into the street and saw Judah, the son of proselytes: “That man
is still in the world!” he exclaimed. He cast his eyes upon him and he became a

heap of bones.
Shabbat 33b-34a
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R. Akiba had a daughter. Now, astrologers told him, On the day she enters the
bridal chamber a snake will bite her and she will die. He was very worried about
this. On that day [of her marriage] she took a brooch [and] stuck it into the wall
and by chance it penetrated [sank] into the eye of a serpent. The following
morning, when she took it out, the snake came trailing after it. “‘What did you
do?” her father asked her. “A poor man came to our door in the evening.” she
replied, ‘and everybody was busy at the banquet, and there was none to attend
to him. So I took the portion which was given to me and gave it to him. “You
have done a good deed,” said he to her. Thereupon R. Akiba went out and
lectured: ‘But charity delivereth from death’: and not [merely] from an unnatural
death, but from death itself.

Shabbat 156b
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R. Joshua b. Hananiah remarked: No one has ever had the better of me except a woman, a
little boy and a little girl. What was the incident with the woman? I was once staying at -
an inn where the hostess served me with beans. On the first day I ate all of them leaving
nothing. On the second day too 1 left nothing. On the third day she over seasoned them
with salt, and, as soon as I tasted them, I withdrew my hand. ‘My Master’, she said to me,
‘why do you not eat?” — ‘I have already eaten’, I replied: ‘earlier in the day". ‘You
should then’, she said to lie, ‘have withdrawn your hand from the bread’. ‘My Master’,
she continued, ‘is it possible that you left [the dish to-day] as compensation for the
former meals, for have not the Sages laid down: Nothing is to be left in the pot but
something must be left in the plate?” What was the incident with the little girl? I was once
on a journey and, observing a path across a field, I made my way through it, when a little
girl called out to me, ‘Master! Is not this part of the field?” — ‘No’, I replied: ‘this is a
trodden path’ — ‘Robbers like yourself®, she retorted: ‘have trodden it down’ — What

~ was the incident with the little boy? I was once on a journey when I noticed a little boy
sitting at a cross-road. ‘By what road’, I asked him, ‘do we go to the town?” — “This
one’, he replied: ‘is short but long and that one is long but short’. I proceeded along the
‘short but long’ road. When I approachied the town I discovered that it was hedged in by
gardens and orchards. Turning back I said to him, ‘My son, did you not tell me that this
road was short?” — ‘And’, he replied: ‘did I not also tell you: But long?’ I kissed him
upon his head and said to him, ‘Happy are you, O Israel, all of you are wise, both young
and old’. :
Eruvin 53b '

R. Jose the Galilean was once on a journey when he met Beruriah. ‘By what road’, he
asked her, ‘do we go to Lydda?” — ‘Foolish Galilean’, she replied: ‘did not the Sages say
this: Engage not in much talk with women? You should have asked: By which to Lydda?’
Eruvin 53b .
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We are gruleful for the gift-of Torah
Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe whose mitzvol

‘add hollness to our life and who gave us the mitzvah to study words of -

Torah: .
May the words of Torah, Lord our Cod, be sweet In our mouths and in
the mouths of all Your people so that we, our children, and all the
children of the House of Israel may come 1o love You and to study
Your Torah on ils own merlt. Praised are You. Lord who teaches

Torah 1o Hlis people Israal. Pralsed are You, Lord our God, King of the
universe who has chosen us from amang all peoples by giving us His
Torah. Praised are You, Lord who glves the Torah.

X KXADDISH DE-RABBANAN

Mourners and those observing Yohrzoit:

Yitgadal v'yitkadash sh'mel raba b'alma dI v'ra khir'utei, v'yamlikh
malkhutei b’hayelkhon u-v'yomelkhon u-v'hayel d‘khal bell
yisrael, ba-agala u-vi-z’man kariv, v’Imru amen.

Oo:a.dnn:.o:‘ ond mourners:
Y’hei sh'mei raba m*varakh I'alam u-I'almel almaya.’

Mourners:

Yitbarakh v'yishtabah v'yitpe'ar v'yitromam v'yitnasel, v'yit-hadar
v'yit'aleh v'yit-halal sh'mel d'kudsha, b°rikh hu I'ela (I'sla mi-kol)
min kol birkhata v'shirata, tushb'hota v'nebemala da-amiran b'alma,
v'imru amen.

Al yisrael v'al rabbanon v'al talmideihon, v'al kol talmidel talmidsi-
hon, v'al kol man d’askin b'oraita, di v'atra ha-dsin v'dl v'khol otar
vatar, y'hel I'hon u-I'khon sh'lama raba, hina v'hisda v'rahamin,
v'hayin arikhin u-m'zona r'viha, u-furkane min kodom avuhon di
vi-sh’maya, v'Imru amen. ] '
-Heavenly Father, giant lasting peace to our people and their leaders,
1o our teachers and their disciples, to all who engage in the study of
Torah in this land and In all other lands. Lot there be grace and kind-
ness, compassion and love for them and for us all. Grant us fullness of
life, and sustenance. Save us from all danger and distress. And let us
say: Amen.

Y'hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya v'hayiim tovim aleinu v'al kol yisrael,
v'imru amen.

Oseh shalom bl-m/romav, hu v...a?..:5< ya'aseh shalom aleinu v'al
kol yisrael, v'imiu aman.
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